Antral mucosal diaphragms in adults.
A group of 53 patients with the diagnosis of antral mucosal diaphragm is reported. In over 50% of the cases the diaphragm was considered an asymptomatic lesion. In addition, an autopsy study in 29 unselected cases is reported with demonstration of five antral mucosal diaphragms in different forms. On the basis of these findings, it is evident that the antral mucosal diaphragm in the adult is not an acquired lesion secondary to peptic ulcer disease, but may be congenital. In addition, techniques of radiologic evaluation of the diaphragm for significant narrowing of the central aperture using the compressed barium tablet, and for significant gastric outlet obstruction using the "barium burger" examination, are described.